-- Consider buying a NOAA Weather Radio (NWR) All Hazards receiver, which
receives broadcast alerts directly from NWS. You can purchase these at many
retail outlets, such as electronics and big box stores, or online. Some NWR
receivers are designed to work with external notification devices with visual
and vibrating alerts for people who are deaf or hard of hearing. For more
information on NWR receivers, visit www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/nwrrcvr.
htm#programming.
-- Think about how you will stay informed if there is a power outage. Have extra
batteries for a battery-operated radio and your cell phone. Consider having a hand
crank radio or cell phone charger.
Know your evacuation routes; plan your transportation and a place to stay.
To ensure you will be able to act quickly should you need to evacuate, you need to
plan ahead.
-- Know your community’s local evacuation plan and identify several escape routes
for your location in case roads are blocked; include plans to evacuate people with
disabilities and others with access or functional needs, as well as pets, service
animals, and livestock.
-- If you will evacuate by car, keep your car fueled and in good condition. Keep
emergency supplies and a change of clothes in your car.
-- If you will need to share transportation, make arrangements now. If you will need
to use public transportation, including paratransit, contact your local government
emergency management agency to ask how an evacuation will work, how you
will get current information during an evacuation, the location of staging areas,
and other information.
-- If you need to relocate for an extended period of time, identify a place away from
home where you could go if you had to leave. Consider family or friends who live
outside of the local area.
-- If you expect to go to a shelter after evacuating, download the American Red Cross
Shelter Finder App at www.redcross.org/mobile-apps/shelter-finder-app. This
app displays a map of all open American Red Cross shelters and provides the
capacity and the current population of each shelter. You can also text SHELTER +
your ZIP code to 43362 (4FEMA) to find the nearest shelter in your area.
-- If you have pets and plan to go to a shelter, call to inquire whether it can
accommodate pets. Shelters will accept service animals.
Practice how you will communicate with family members. In a dangerous
situation, your first thoughts will be the safety of your family and friends. In case
you are not together when authorities issue a fire weather watch or fire weather/
red flag warning, practice how you will communicate with each other. Remember
that sending texts is often faster than making a phone call. Keep important numbers
written down in your wallet, not just on your phone. It is sometimes easier to reach
people outside of your local area during an emergency, so choose an out-of-town
contact for all family members to call or use social media. Decide where your
household members will meet. Visit www.ready.gov/make-a-plan for
instructions on developing a Household Communications Plan.
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